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CREDITED - KITCHENTABLECLASSROOM
LANDSCAPE DIVIDED…..
FOREGROUND, MID GROUND AND BACKGROUND ARE CONCEPTS THAT APPLY TO MOST  2-D PROJECTS. YOU WILL FIND THEM MOST OFTEN IN LANDSCAPES AND STILL LIFES BUT THE CONCEPTS ARE ALSO CREATED IN ABSTRACT ART BY USING OVERLAPPING, ETC. THE FOREGROUND, MIDGROUND, AND BACKGROUND DIVIDE THE LANDSCAPE, FOR EXAMPLE, INTO DIFFERENT GEOMETRIC PLANES THAT THE ARTIST USES TO CREATE A SENSE OF DEPTH. 

FOREGROUND 
THE FOREGROUND IS TYPICALLY CLOSER TO THE BOTTOM OF THE COMPOSITION, ALTHOUGH THAT MAY NOT ALWAYS BE THE CASE. BECAUSE THIS PART OF THE SCENE IS CLOSEST TO THE VIEWER THE OBJECTS WILL APPEAR LARGER.

BACKGROUND
THE BACKGROUND OF A SCENE IS THE FURTHEST AWAY. IT PROVIDES CONTEXT TO THE SCENE – WHERE IT MAY BE TAKING PLACE. BECAUSE ITEMS IN THE BAKCGROUND ARE MEANT TO APPEAR FARTHER AWAY, THEY ARE MUCH SMALLER IN SIZE, DULLER IN COLOR AND CONTAIN LESS DETAIL THAN OBJECTS IN THE FOREGROUND.


FINDING THE MIDGROUND …… 
THE MIDDLE GROUND LIES SOMEWHERE BETWEEN THE BACKGROUND AND THE FOREGROUND, EASY RIGHT?


[image: Teach the concept of creating space in an artwork through the use of the foreground middleground background. Use this free fold up printable to help!]
 REVIEW THE ARTWORK ABOVE AND ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS:
WHERE ARE COLORS THE BRIGHTEST?

WHERE ARE THE MOST DETAILS EVIDENT IN THE PAINTINGS?
DO YOU NOTICE ANYTHING SPECIAL ABOUT THE WAY SIZES OF OBJECTS RELATE TO EACH OTHER?

IN THE CENTER PAINTING “CATTLEYA ORCHID” DO YOU THINK THE ORCHID IS REALLY BIGGER THAN THE HUMMINGBIRD?  IS IT BIGGER THAN THE TREE?

BASIC TECHNIQUES TO CREATE SPACE WITHIN A WORK OF ART…

OVERLAP- SHAPES IN THE DISTANCE WILL BE OVERLAPPED BY SHAPES THAT ARE CLOSER.

SHADING- ADDING SHADING AND SHADOWS TO 2-D SHAPES CAN MAKE THEM APPEAR 3-D.

PLACEMENT- OBJECTS THAT ARE FARTHER AWAY ARE PLACED CLOSER TO THE HORIZON LINE.

SIZE- OBJECTS THAT ARE FAR AWAY APPEAR SMALLER.  OBJECTS THAT ARE CLOSER TO THE VIEWER APPEAR LARGER.
VALUE AND FOCUS- OBJECTS THAT ARE FAR AWAY APPEAR LIGHTER IN COLOR AND LESS CLEAR THAN OBJECTS THAT ARE CLOSER.
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· FOLDING YOUR PAPER :
Fold your paper neatly into thirds, accordian style using the vertical lines. 
It is important not to begin drawing until you have folded. In some places you will be drawing on the back of the paper when it is flat. This foreground middleground background image has a super simple skyline. Sketch into each third the images you see below or create your own images for foreground, background, and midground. 
Come up with unique solutions to fill your space.  
Supplies – use pencils, markers, colored pencils, whatever floats your boat!  Another quick and easy option is to paint with watercolors or you can use color markers with water for a watercolor look – do practice this on scrap paper first.
image1.png




image2.png
Pastoral Landscape: The Roman Campagna, Claude Lorrain

Cattleya Orchid and Three Hummingbirds, Martin Johnson
Heade
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Fold up this free printable and use it to teach
foreground, middle ground, and background-

the easy way!
(LT CHENTABLECLASSROOM. COM





